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Minutes of a meeting of CROWBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL held in the 
Town Hall, The Broadway, Crowborough on Tuesday 11th September 2018 at 7.30pm 

 

 Present Councillors Quentin Burch     
    Peter Ellefsen  
    Martyn Garrett Deputy Mayor      
    Richard Jury     
    David Larkin 
    Chris Moss 
    George Moss 
    Kay Moss  (Also WDC) 
    David Neeves 
    Alan Penney  
    Ron Reed  (Also WDC) 
    Greg Rose  Mayor        (Also WDC) 
    Wendy Scrace 
    Matthew Street  
    Sandra Timms* 
    Neil Waller  (Also WDC)  
 

 Also present   Cllr Richard Stogdon ESCC 
    Cllr Sylvia Tidy ESCC 
 
    Andy Beams  Town Clerk  
    Amanda Negus Committee Clerk 
    1 member of the public 
         

 *Denotes non attendance 
 

 

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

A member of the public spoke about the urgency for additional parking at Pine Grove and 
asked if CTC could expedite the process for the new Bluebell Wood parking. She also 
asked if CTC can take up the cause for getting the new pedestrian crossing at Pine Grove 
installed as soon as possible.   

  
 Cllr Greg Rose opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
 APOLOGIES 
 

 Cllr Sandra Timms 
 Cllr Steve Isted WDC 
 Cllr Philip Lunn WCC 
 

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

All CTC councillors have a standing declared interest in the Bluebell Wood, which the 
Town Clerk has issued a dispensation for. 

 
The Town Clerk confirmed a previously recorded dispensation for Cllrs Peter Ellefsen, 
George Moss, Kay Moss, Ron Reed, Greg Rose, Matthew Street and Neil Waller with 
regard to Bluebell Wood, as recorded in the minutes of the Full Council meeting 22nd May 
2018. 
 
Cllr David Larkin declared a non-pecuniary interest as he is a Director of the Crowborough 
Community Association and the above dispensation was extended to include him. 
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MINUTES 
 
Minutes of the meetings held on 17th July and 24th July 2018 

 
 8523 RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meetings held on 17th July and 24th July 2018 as 

confirmed be signed by the Chairman. 
 
 Minutes of the 8th August 2018 to be redistributed. 
 
 TO RECEIVE REPORTS OF MEMBERS 
 
 Cllr Richard Jury advised that the minutes from the SLR meeting on 6th September are 

now with East Sussex Highways awaiting approval prior to distribution. 
 
 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
  
 Wealden District Councillors Reports: 
 
 Cllr Ron Reed advised - 
 

 The Community Grants programme is now open until 30th November 2018. The 
Small Grants Scheme is for between £500 - £3,000. The Capital Grants Scheme 
is for between £1,000 – £15,000. 

 Street Learning Courses are free for Wealden residents aged 19 years and 
above. They are designed to develop new skills and range from cooking to 
internet skills. 

 70% of businesses in Wealden received a food safety rating of good or above. 

 Free fun activity days were held throughout Wealden and 400 children attended 
the one in Crowborough. 

 The crematorium is due to open on time next spring despite vandalism. 

 Tenders are out at the moment for waste collection, it will be next year before the 
new provider is in place. 

 
 East Sussex County Councillors Reports: 
  
 Cllr Richard Stogdon advised – 
 

 Since the Walshes Road planning applications have been approved there will be a 
substantive number of houses located in that area. All Crowborough Councillors 
wrote to the inspector at the time urging that houses shouldn’t be located there 
because of the poor road structure. He and Cllr Sylvia Tidy are meeting with the 
inspector to establish what input ESCC had in regard to the overall transport 
strategy for Crowborough.  

 
Cllr Neil Waller advised that WDC Planning Committee North would be interested 
to know the outcome of the discussions as they often feel their hands are tied 
when the Highways system says yes to a possible position, but in reality they know 
it’s not a practical position. He hopes they can all work together on this issue. 

 
 Cllr Sylvia Tidy advised – 
 

 Ofsted inspections of children’s social care services in East Sussex took place 
during July and the judgement was outstanding, despite the budget reductions that 
have been experienced for the last 4 years. Only 6 authorities out of 150 in the 
country achieved this. This achievement was largely attributed to the dedication of 
the staff and they celebrated with homemade cream teas.  
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 The East Sussex Music Service has been saved.  People have come forward to 

offer help and some higher salaried staff have voluntarily taken early retirement. 
Brighton & Hove City Council operate their music service via a hub and ESCC are 
hoping they can join together with them. Cllr Tidy noted that Crowborough Life was 
the only media outlet that reported on this positive piece of news. 

 

 Despite criticisms, since the launch of the Get a Grip campaign, more children are 
staying in school than ever. 

 

 In response to a question Cllr Tidy explained that ESCC have had a budget plan in 
place for some time. Part of which is lobbying central Government as there is a 
need to provide more than just core strategy responsibilities. Adult social care and 
children’s services take a large portion of the budget. Further extensive budget 
cuts are being planned for by 2020. 

 
 TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 
 The Town Clerk is attending the Wealden Clerk’s meeting on 19th September. Any 

questions councillors have regarding the Draft Local Plan for Chris Bending WDC Head of 
Planning & Environmental Services to be forwarded to the Town Clerk in advance. 

 
 Crowborough Life reported that WDC received £2.7m from the sale of the Mead House 

car park and ESCC received £1.4m. It was asked if this can be confirmed, as it would be 
interesting to see how much of it gets reinvested into Crowborough. 

 
 TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE TOWN MAYOR MAY WISH TO LAY 

BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
 
 To note the Town Mayor’s and Deputy Mayor’s engagements (attached to agenda) 
 
 In addition to the list circulated with the agenda, the Mayor advised that he had visited 

Crowborough’s twin town of Montargis with the Society of the Friends of Montargis. During 
the visit he took part in a parade around the town in a horse drawn carriage. 

 
 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 To receive the acts and proceedings of the following committee meetings: 
  
 Communications & Events – 19th June 2018 
 
 The acts and proceedings of the Communications & Events Committee meeting held on 

19th June 2018 were received. 
 
 Environment – 5th June 2018 
 
 The acts and proceedings of the Environment Committee meeting held on 5th June 2018 

were received. 
 
 Finance & General Purposes – 3rd July 2018 
 
 The acts and proceedings of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on 

3rd July 2018 were received. 
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 Personnel – 13th March, 5th April, 4th May, 21st June & 24th July 2018 
 
 The acts and proceedings of the Personnel Committee meeting held on 13th March, 5th 

April, 4th May, 21st June & 24th July 2018 were received. 
 
 Planning & Development – 2nd July, 23rd July & 13th August 2018 
 
 The acts and proceedings of the Planning & Development Committee meeting held on 2nd 

July, 23rd July & 13th August 2018 were received. 
 
 Sport, Recreation & Cemetery – 12th June 2018 
 
 The acts and proceedings of the Sports, Recreation & Cemetery Committee meeting held 

on 12th June 2018 were received. 
 
 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
  
 To approve the recommendation of the Finance & General Purposes Committee to place 

funds on a 6 month term deposit with Lloyds Bank and to agree an amount 
 
 To allow for access to funds should they be needed for the Pine Grove and Summersales 

projects and because additional monies can always be invested separately at a later date 
it was 

 
8524 RESOLVED to invest £250,000 in a 6 month term deposit account with Lloyds Bank. 
 
 To approve authorisation for staff members to make electronic payments for the purpose 

of salary and Members’ allowance payments 
 
 Following the decision at the Finance and General Purposes meeting last week to no 

longer use the payroll company to make salary and members allowances payments via 
BACS and to enable CTC staff to make the payments instead, it was  

 
8525 RESOLVED to authorise the Town Clerk, or the Deputy Clerk in the Town Clerks 

absence, to make electronic payments for the purpose of staff salaries and Members 
allowances. 

 
 TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 
 Grants of Exclusive Burial Right 
 
8526 RESOLVED to authorise the following grants of exclusive right of burial: 
 

 Certificate Name   Grave space 
 1059 Carolyn CRO  GRH55 and GRH56 
 1060 Carolyn CRO  GRH53 and GRH54 
 
 PINE GROVE 
 
 To receive a verbal update on progress and agree any action 
  
 The Chairman of the Pine Grove Working Group advised that 6 weeks into the project, it is 

on schedule and slightly below budget. It is being very professionally managed by the 
contract manager. Decoration of the CTC part of the building will begin next week. 
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8527 RESOLVED to authorise Cllr Peter Ellefsen as Chairman of the Pine Grove Working 

Group to talk to consultants with regard to the Pine Grove project and Cllr George Moss 
as previous Chairman to continue to do the same. 

 
 To consider the request from the library to paint the inside of the windows white 
  
8528 RESOLVED to grant the library request to paint the inside of the window frames white. 
 
 BLUEBELL WOOD CAR PARK 
 
 To note latest correspondence from WDC and agree any further action (attached to 

agenda) 
 
 Points raised: 
 

 The revised freehold transfer document has now been received from WDC, but not 
yet signed.  

 The Rangers report needs to be considered in reference to the trees on the 
periphery of the Bluebell Wood and the effect the loss of them would cost. 

 August is the quietest month of the year and there were still a number of parking 
issues, this will get worse as winter progresses and the shops get busier. 

 The Bluebell Wood car park needs to be progressed as quickly as possible. 

 Confirmation is needed that WDC will definitely be paying for the additional car 
parking spaces. 

 The Pine Grove area will be very busy once the business hub opens and CTC 
move there. All the parking is on the other side of the road so the new pedestrian 
crossing is needed as a matter of urgency and the plans for it need to be got 
underway.  

 
8529 RESOLVED that the Bluebell Wood Car Park Working Group will consist of Cllrs Peter 

Ellefsen, David Larkin and Matthew Street. 
 
8530 RESOLVED to immediately sign the freehold transfer agreement of Bluebell Wood. 
 
 A member of the public left the meeting at 8.32pm 
 
 PROTOCOL FOR MARKING THE DEATH OF A SENIOR NATIONAL FIGURE 
 
 To note the updated guidance and agree any action (attached to agenda) 
 
 This item was deferred to the Communications and Events Committee for consideration. 
 
 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
 To note payments for period 12th July to 5th September 2018 inclusive (attached to 

agenda) 
 
 Noted. 
 
 To note earmarked reserves position including committed expenditure (attached to 

agenda) 
 
 Noted. 
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 To review grant application from Royal British Legion (RBL) (attached to agenda) 
 
 The grant application was received the day before the Finance and General Purposes 

meeting so couldn’t be considered at the meeting. 
 
 Members did not feel it was an exceptional circumstance that necessitated the grant 

application to be considered outside of the normal timescales, particularly as it would take 
time for the RBL to raise the rest of the money they need.  It was therefore 

 
8531 RESOLVED for the Royal British Legion £300 grant application to be deferred to the next 

grant cycle. 
 
 URGENT MATTERS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR NOTING  
 

 None. 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.43pm. 


