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Minutes of an extraordinary meeting of CROWBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL held in Pine Grove 
The Broadway, Crowborough on Wednesday 22nd May 2019 at 6.30pm 

 
 

Present Councillors                        Peter Bucklitsch     
    Martyn Garrett 
    Geoffrey Higginson *   
    Richard Jury     
    Chris Moss 
    Kay Moss (Also WDC) 
    Gareth Owen-Williams  (Also WDC) 
    Alan Penney  
    Ron Reed    (Also WDC) 
    Greg Rose  
    Colin Stocks  
    Matthew Street  
    Neil Waller *   (Also WDC)  
 

 Also present    
    Caroline Miles    Town Clerk 
                                                          Richard Hallett               ( WDC )  
     
         

 *Denotes non attendance 
 
 
 

 The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

 APOLOGIES 
 

 Cllr Geoffrey Higginson 
 Cllr Neil Waller 
  
 

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

None 
 
 
MINUTES 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2019 

 
 8762 RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2019 as confirmed be 

signed by the Chairman. 
 
 
 8763  RESOLVED to note that in view of the confidential nature of the discussion of some  
              items on this agenda, the press and public may be excluded under section 1 (2) of  
              the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings ) Act 1960 
 
              Cllr Hallett left the meeting at 6.35pm 
     
 PINE GROVE 
 
 The Chairman of the Pine Grove Working Group gave members a synopsis on the current 

situation regarding the Pine Grove building.  
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 There are still ongoing snagging issues which are causing problems. The atrium rear 

doors and the doors to both the Council area and to Basepoint are not functioning 
properly.  

 
              Basepoint moved tenants into the building from the 29th April. However, despite contact 

being made on a regular basis to Basepoint’s solicitor to ascertain the position with the 
signing of the lease there has been no response. Basepoint have told the Council that the 
documents have been sent to their solicitor and have been signed. 

              In view of the above it is the view of the Council’s solicitor that the Council should serve a 
notice to complete on the tenant. This will require the tenant to respond within 10 working 
days. If the tenant fails to respond the Council will be entitled to terminate the contract, re-
let the premises and seek damages for any financial loss it has suffered. 

              The Working Group have recommended that the Council carry out this course of action 
and should the lease not be forthcoming within the designated time that the Pine Grove 
Working Group meet again to review options and make a further recommendation to Full 
Council. 

               
 
8764  RESOLVED to instruct the Council’s solicitor to serve a Notice to Complete on IWG/ 

Basepoint. 
 
 
             THE TOWN HALL, THE BROADWAY 
 
             The chairman of the Town Hall Working Group gave members background information  
              regarding the old Town Hall. 
              Three valuations were obtained to establish the rental value and the sale value of the  
              building. 
              After receiving the valuations, the Council were open to either the rental or the sale of the  
              building and received interest from several different parties. 
              The Crowborough Heritage Group and the Crowborough Citizens Advice Bureau 
              were asked to submit a business plan with a view to the rental of the building. 
              The Heritage Group felt that their idea to turn the building into a museum was not viable 
              at this moment in time due to financial constraints. 
              The Crowborough Citizens Advice Bureau produced a business plan but the Working  
              Group felt that the plan was not financially tenable for the Town Council as it may mean  
               an offset in rent from the CAB to the Council. 
               A good offer to buy the freehold of the building has been received. In view of the  
               benefit to the town of the possible occupants and the offer received, the Working Group  
               recommended that the Council accept the offer subject to contract. 
 
                
                  
8765  RESOLVED to accept the offer received for the Old Town Hall building. 
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        URGENT MATTERS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR NOTING 
 
              The Mayor proposed to cancel the Full Council meeting scheduled for Tuesday 28th May  
              on the advice of the Clerk. The meeting had been called to consider and agree the plans 

received from Wealden District Council in respect of the additional car parking spaces on 
the edge of the Bluebell Wood. The CCA were not happy with the plans proposed and it 
was felt as they are our neighbours further consultation with them and WDC could take 
place. Members were unhappy with this proposal as the maximum number of parking 
spaces had been agreed with WDC and CTC’s ranger taking into account the least 
amount of trees to be felled, the health and safety aspect of the change and the ecological  

              benefit resulting from the work.  
              It was also felt that it was for the Council to make a decision about the spaces proposed 

and that more consultation would result in delay. 
 
              The Mayor asked for a show of hands to ascertain the number of members that wanted to 

continue with the meeting and those that were happy with further consultation.  
              The majority of members wanted the Full Council meeting scheduled to consider the plans 

received from WDC to continue. 
               
 

 The meeting closed at 7.20pm. 
 


