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Minutes of a meeting of CROWBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL held in the Town Hall, 
The Broadway, Crowborough on Tuesday 13th January 2015 at 7.30 pm 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Present  Councillors Paul Adams  
     Quentin Burch 

Michael Cooke   
Peter Cowie   

     Elizabeth Fermor       
Philip Fermor   

     Beverley Johnstone     
George Moss    

     Kay Moss   Deputy Mayor 
     Ron Reed   Town Mayor   

Wendy Scrace  
David Shaw  

     Andrew Steen  
Matthew Street      

     Sandra Timms  
     Neil Waller   (Wealden District Council)  
        

Also present Cllrs  Richard Stogdon East Sussex County Council 
    Di Phillips  Wealden District Council 

Canon Andrew Cornes 
Philippa Hewes Town Clerk 

    8 members of the public     
 
* Denotes non attendance 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
APOLOGIES 
 
Stephen Isted  Wealden District Council  
Carol Reynolds Wealden District Council 
Sylvia Tidy East Sussex County Council 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None. 
 
MINUTES 
 

 To resolve that the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2014 be 
taken as read, confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman 

 
7356 RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held 11th November 2014 be taken 

as read, confirmed as a correct record and signed.  
 
Update on matters outstanding 

   

A site meeting was held 12th November at Crowborough Golf Club to review the 
proposed footpath and bridleway diversions and some amendments are to be 
progressed. 
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TO RECEIVE SUCH COMMUNICATIONS AS THE TOWN MAYOR MAY WISH 
TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL 

 
 The list of the Mayor’s engagements was noted.  
 
 25th anniversary of twinning with Horwich 
 

Horwich Town Council has approved the continuation of twinning with 
Crowborough. Arrangements for celebrating the 25th anniversary will be 
discussed when the Mayor visits Horwich at the weekend. 
 

 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
 To note the acts and proceedings of the following committee meetings: 
 
 Planning and Development – 24th November 2014 
 
7357 RESOLVED to note the acts and proceedings of the Planning and Development 

Committee meeting held 24th November 2014. 
 

Environment – 25th November 2014 
 
7358 RESOLVED to note the acts and proceedings of the Environment Committee 

meeting held 25th November 2014. 
 

Sport, Recreation and Cemetery – 1st December 2014 
 

7359 RESOLVED to note the acts and proceedings of the Sport, Recreation and 
Cemetery Committee meeting held 1st December 2014. 

 
 Communications and Events – 9th December 2014 
 
7360 RESOLVED to note the acts and proceedings of the Communications and 

Events Committee meeting held 9th December 2014. 
 
 Planning and Development – 15th December 2014 
 
7361 RESOLVED to note the acts and proceedings of the Planning and Development 

Committee meeting held 15th December 2014. 
 
 Personnel – 16th December 2014 
 
7362 RESOLVED to note the acts and proceedings of the Personnel Committee 

meeting held 16th December 2014. 
 
 Finance and General Purposes – 6th January 2015 
  
7363 RESOLVED to note the acts and proceedings of the Finance and General 

Purposes Committee meeting held 6th January 2015. 
 

TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 
None. 
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TO RECEIVE REPORTS OF MEMBERS 
 
Cllr Michael Cooke expanded on his written reports on the Pine Grove Hub 
Working Party and the Crowborough Community Centre Board Meetings. The 
application for a feasibility grant for Pine Grove offices has not been successful. 
The Crowborough Community Centre is finalising a Business Plan and would 
like to present this to the Council in March. 
 
Cllr Quentin Burch referred to his written report on the Ashdown Forest and 
noted that less than 1% of the pollution on the forest was from aircraft. There is 
considerable biodiversity with 900 of the country’s 1100 native plants found on 
the forest. A question was raised on whether a survey has been undertaken on 
the types of the fungi on the forest. 
 
To confirm Cllr Kay Moss as the Council’s representative for the Local Action 
Team 
 
The Local Action Team will identify priorities to be submitted to Wealden JAG. It 
was agreed to confirm Cllr Kay Moss as the Town Council’s representative for 
the Local Action Team. 
 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Wealden District Council 
 
Cllr Neil Waller reported that the Draft Corporate Plan has been issued and that 
a zero increase in Council Tax 2015/16 was expected. 
 
Cllr Richard Stogdon referred to the volume of correspondence received on 
Gatwick issues. The County Council had responded to previous consultations. 
Changes to flight paths have led to an increase in noise disturbance for many 
residents. The matter will be considered at a Cabinet meeting 27th January. 
 
TO CONSIDER ITEMS RAISED AT THE PUBLIC MEETING 12TH JANUARY 
 
The public meeting held 12th January was well support with over 450 people in 
attendance. The four prepared resolutions were passed with a fifth resolution 
taken at the meeting (see appendix 1). 
 
There was a discussion on each of the resolutions. Whilst resolutions passed at 
a public meeting are not binding on the Council, they give an indication of the 
direction of the electors in attendance. It was suggested that the Council needs 
to decide if any action is to be taken with the resolutions.  
 
There was concern that the composition of the meeting was not representative 
of Crowborough as a whole and that there were few young members of the 
community present. 
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FORMER DISTRICT COUNCIL OFFICES, PINE GROVE 
To consider recommendation from the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
to consider the opportunity of acquiring the freehold of Pine Grove, the ex 
Wealden District Council offices, for the benefit of providing local employment 
and business opportunities to the Crowborough Community.  
 
Wealden District Council is progressing plans with a developer for the Pine 
Grove offices site. If the Town Council is to consider acquiring the building as an 
investment for the future of Crowborough, a business plan would need to be 
drawn up as a matter of urgency and a meeting held with the District Council. 
Any project would be led by the Town Council, in consultation with other parties 
for background information and data. It would be subject to an extensive 
consultation with the residents of Crowborough, possibly through a parish poll, 
to gauge support for the project and the financial implications of an increase in 
Council Tax to service a loan. Evidence of engagement and consultation with 
the community forms part of the assessment for borrowing approval. 
 
Any rental income achieved from business units at the Pine Grove site would be 
used to towards the repayment of a loan. 
 

7364 RESOLVED to consider the opportunity of acquiring the freehold of Pine Grove, 
the ex Wealden District Council offices, for the benefit of providing local 
employment and business opportunities to the Crowborough Community. Also to 
look at the costs and mechanics of holding a parish poll/referendum. 

 
 TO APPROVE THE BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2015/16 
 
 The Finance and General Purposes Committee had recommended an increase 

of 1.9% in Council Tax for 2015/16. Some members considered that a higher 
increase was needed to help finance major projects. It is not yet known if 
town/parish councils will be included in the Council Tax referendum principles 
which apply to an increase in excess of 2%. 

 
 If the Town Council is to progress a project for Pine Grove, the servicing of a 

loan would have budgetary implications. There may be scope within the general 
reserve to cover the first year.  

 
 It was agreed to defer a decision on approval of the budget and precept to an 

Extraordinary meeting to be held on Thursday 5th February. 
 
 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
  

To receive a progress report 
 
 Charles Tankard, Chairman of the Steering Group, had sent his apologies. He 

had prepared a report detailing the progress of the various groups. The 
imbalance of some groups was noted together with the need to engage more 
people. Members were concerned that at present public access to 
Neighbourhood Plan meetings is restricted. 

 
7365 RESOLVED that all Neighbourhood Plan meetings are open to the public. 
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CANADIAN MEMORIAL 
 

 To approve the installation of railings 
 
 A request has been received from the Royal British Legion for permission to 

provide railings at the Canadian Memorial. The Finance and General Purposes 
Committee has agreed to provide a grant of £340 towards the project. 

 
7366 RESOLVED to permit the provision of railings at the Canadian Memorial. 
 

TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF DOCUMENTS 
 
Grants of Exclusive Burial Right 
 

7367 RESOLVED to authorise the following grants of exclusive right of burial: 
 

  Grants of Exclusive Burial Right 
  Certificate  Name    Grave space 
  969   J Arnold     3580 
  970   A Bastin       4569 
 
  FUTURE OF THE OLD COMMUNITY HALL, PARK ROAD  

 
The allocation of a SANGS in Crowborough provides an opportunity for 
development and the potential release of the old community hall. 
 

7368 RESOLVED to look at the development of the old community hall.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm 
 
 



UNADOPTED UNTIL THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 

APPENDIX 1 
 

Resolutions passed at the Crowborough Public Meeting 12 January 2015 

 Crowborough condemns Wealden District Council's misuse of the planning 
system to further its own financial interests at the expense of the community, 
employment opportunities and the economic future of  Crowborough     

 Crowborough calls upon Crowborough Town Council to ensure the future 
viability of the Crowborough Community Centre in whatever way it can    

 Crowborough calls upon the Town Council and CCA to  

o do everything possible to bring the existing Pine Grove office 
buildings under Crowborough’s ownership and control;  

o to preserve and promote them for future business use;  

o and to secure the associated car parking at Pine Grove together 
with the existing Library and expanded community uses in 
accordance with local and national planning policy and to report 
back to the 2015 Crowborough Town Meeting 

 ‘Western Road Residents' Association proposes that no further development, 
either housing, commercial or industrial, be permitted in the southern half of 
Crowborough (to be identified roughly as that section of the town south of 
Montargis Way) prior to the completion of a major road improvement scheme 
and/or bypass situated in that section of the town to be funded from sources 
not limited to developer funding.' 

 No confidence in Wealden District Council 
 
 


