
SRC/19.11.19 - 11135 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the SPORT, RECREATION & CEMETERY Committee held in the 
Council Offices, Pine Grove, Crowborough on Tuesday 19th 2019 at 7.30pm 

 
 Present Councillors Martyn Garrett  
    Geoffrey Higginson 
    Richard Jury Vice – Chairman 
    Mia Lederman* 
    Kay Moss Chairman 
    David Neeves 
    Gareth Owen-Williams  
    Ron Reed  
    Greg Rose 
    Matthew Street 
 
 Also present   Caroline Miles            Town Clerk 
                                                          Melanie Street Assistant Town Clerk 
                                                          Natalie Gaskell          Administrator 
            4 members of the public 
 *Denotes non attendance 
 

 

 
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

The Secretary of Crowborough Athletic Football Club spoke and thanked the Council for 
the current arrangement regarding access to the toilet on training/match days at Wolfe 
Recreation Ground.  
The secretary advised that the floodlights have been repaired and that the Club are able 
to proceed with the replacement of the lights and that quotes are being obtained. 
CAFC noted that sandbagging has been scheduled for the MOD pitch and requested that 
remedial work is also considered regarding a soakaway. 

 
              A representative from OATS (Owlsbury Allotments Tenants Society.) advised that there is 
              no shelter from the rain on Owlsbury allotments and requested permission to erect a field  
              shelter on that site.  
              This will be an agenda item for discussion at the next SRC meeting. 
 
 APOLOGIES 
 

 Cllr Mia Lederman 
 

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

None 
 

MINUTES 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on the 29th October 2019 
 

8925 RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 29th October 2019 as confirmed be 
signed by the Chairman. 

 
 

To note the updated action list (attached to agenda) 
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CROWBOROUGH BOWLS CLUB 
 
To note the request from Crowborough Bowls Club and agree any action. 
 
The Chairman agreed to move this item up the agenda as there were two members of the 
public present specifically to hear discussion on it. 
 
Members noted the report. A proposal was made that the Council fund a third of the tree 
work. 
The proposal was rejected. 

 
Standing Orders were suspended. 
 
A member of the Bowls Club confirmed that overhanging branches from the neighbour’s 
tree was restricting use of the two rinks that were open to the public. 

 
Standing Orders were reinstated. 
 
Members agreed that the Crowborough tax payer should not fund work on a privately-
owned tree.  

 
8926 RESOLVED that the Clerk write to the owner of the tree and ask for the removal of the 

branches of the tree that overhang the Bowling Club. 
 

              CEMETERIES 
                
              To note the officer’s Memorial Safety Policy report and agree any action 
 
8927 RESOLVED to accept the policy as written. 

 
To note the officer’s report on Summersales Burial Ground and agree any action 

 
              It was agreed that a delay in building the contemplation building could mean that  

      funerals would take place at the same time as construction of the building. This would  
              be an unacceptable scenario. It was noted that there is £50,000 in the budget for the  
              contemplation building and that the Council has Cil Funds which could be used towards  
              the cost of the work.  
 
8928 RESOLVED to recommend to Full Council that up to £150,000 of CiL funding is used  
              towards the construction of a contemplation building at Summersales Cemetery. 

 
To note the officer’s report on Cemetery Fees and agree any action 
 
It was agreed that in view of the recent increase in cemetery fees it was not necessary to 
increase fees but that it was desirable to remove the odd amount that has been incurred 
through the last percentage increase. 
 

8929 RESOLVED to accept option 4 and to increase cemetery fees by rounding the current 
fees to the nearest five or ten. 
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ALLOTMENTS 
 
To note the officer’s Allotment Rent Review report and agree any further action 
 
It was agreed that whilst the current system was transparent there was an element of 
unfairness in rental charges. The plots at Pilmer and Herne vary in size but tenants are 
charged the same annual rent. Banding would alleviate the problem but would mean 
higher charges for those with bigger plots. 
Concessionary rates for those on income support should be a consideration if rent were to 
increase for those with larger plots. 
 
It was noted that there have been several cases whereby the allotment has been handed 
back to CTC in a very poor state and that a deposit scheme may help to rectify the 
situation.  
 
Standing Orders were suspended. 
 
A member of the public who was an allotment holder spoke in favour of banding as a 
fairer system and agreed with the introduction of a deposit charging scheme.  
 

             Standing Orders were reinstated. 
 
8930 RESOLVED to introduce a £50.00 deposit scheme to all allotment sites from April 2021. 

 
It was agreed to trial a preparation and cover system for 5 Owlsbury allotments for one 
year to see if this helps with retention issues. Preparing the plots would be included in the 
rental charge.  
 
It was agreed in principal to a banding system based on the size of the plots and that an 
investigation of a banding system should be presented at the next SRC meeting. This 
should also include an investigation into concessionary rates for people on income benefit 
and the costs and benefits of a green waste system at both Herne and Pilmer sites. 
 
WOLFE 
 
To note the officer’s report on Wolfe chemical store and agree further action. 
 

8931 RESOLVED to fund the £3,200 for the new chemical store at Wolfe Recreation Ground 
from the contingency budget. Code: 301/4177 

 
              To note the officer’s report on Wolf Tractor shed.  

 
8932 RESOLVED to vire £1000 from the contingency budget code: 301/4177 to fund the 

replacement of the existing lighting fixtures on the roof. 
 
             Members noted that the leaking roof might cause further problems with electrics within the 

building and agreed that the roof should be replaced without delay. 
  
8933 RESOLVED to spend up to £20,000 on a new roof on Wolfe tractor shed. Funds to be 

vired from EMR and the RFO, in conjunction with the Chairman of the Committee, to 
agree the virement of the remaining funds from unused budgets. Delegated powers to be 
given to the Clerk to appoint the company to carry out the work after obtaining three 
quotes. 
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JBFC 
 
To note the report on the temporary hard standing and agree further action. 
 
Members agreed that the use of the temporary hardstanding for 13 occasions per year 
was fair as this would avoid the use of the space as a regular car park facility. 
 

8934 RESOLVED that the temporary hardstanding can be used as follows per annum: 
              10 x weekend day 
              2 x special events 
              1 x fiesta event. 

 
 
FACILTIES CHARGING REVIEW 
 
To note the report on charging for facilities and agree any action. 
 
A motion to increase charges bar those used by Junior clubs was not carried. 
 
It was agreed that as charges had remained static for many years to increase charges for 
Council facilities bar area one at Goldsmiths.  
 

8935 RESOLVED to increase charges to facilities as noted below from the 1st April 2020: 
 
              Facility                                                       Increase  
              CAFC juniors/Wolfe                                  £20.00  per annum 

CAFC juniors/MOD                                   £10.00  per annum 
Jarvis Brook Sports/P.Lane                      £20.00  per annum 
Football Clubs/Goldsmiths                        £4.00    per match  
Ad hoc users /Goldsmiths                         £4.00    per match 
Casual Goldsmiths                                    £5.00    daily 
Football/Wolfe                                           £5.00    daily 
Goldsmiths area one                                 No change 
Goldsmiths changing rooms                     £10.00  per day  
Goldsmiths running track                          £10.00  per day 
Netball court Goldsmiths                           £2.00   per session 
Whitehill Centre/regular users                   £3.00   per hour 
Whitehill Centre/casual users                    £3.00   per hour 
 

                FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

       To note Budget Report and agree any actions. 
 
The committee noted the Income and Expenditure report. 
 

8936 RESOLVED to recommend the proposed budgets for 2020/21, 2021/22 & 2022/23 to the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

 
              The committee noted the EMR position 
 
 URGENT MATTERS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR NOTING and/or 

INCLUSION ON A FUTURE AGENDA 
  
  
 The meeting closed at 9.22pm 



 
 


