
CTC/10.03.20 – 11194 
 

Minutes of a meeting of CROWBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL held in  
Council Offices, Pine Grove,  

Crowborough on Tuesday 10th March 2020 at 7.30pm 

 
 

 Present  Councillors            Alison Arthur 
                                                          Peter Bucklitsch 
                                                          Martyn Garrett 
    Geoffrey Higginson    
    Richard Jury 
                                                          Mia Ledermann     
    Chris Moss 
    Kay Moss (Also WDC) 
                                                          Dave Neeves 
    Gareth Owen-Williams  (Also WDC) 
    Alan Penney  
    Ron Reed*   (Also WDC) 
    Greg Rose  
    Colin Stocks  
    Matthew Street  
    Neil Waller    (Also WDC)  
 
 

 Also present                        Slvia Tidy   ESCC Councillor 
                                                          Richard Hallett               WDC Councillor 
    Inspector Jon Gross 
                                             Caroline Miles                Town Clerk 
 
                                                          6 members of the public 
    
        

 *Denotes non attendance 
 
 

                  Inspector Jon Gross gave a presentation on the concept of Community Action Safety 
             Groups and how the scheme would work in practice. The five principle towns of Uckfield, 
             Heathfield, Hailsham, Crowborough and Polegate would act as anchors with  
             representation from neighbouring parishes. It is hoped that each CSAG would have  
             representation from Council, the Chamber of Commerce, relevant senior schools, a 
             youth group and the local neighbourhood watch. Each CSAG meeting three times per year  
             and feeding into the Wealden Joint Action Group. The CSAG’s will on common themes in  
             the towns namely anti-social behaviour and acquisitive crime (theft, fraud and robbery) 
              
             The Council was asked what action it was taking to limit the speed limit in the Town Centre 
             to 20mph and to 30mph limit between the Boars Head roundabout and the army camp. 
             The Council looked at the issue of speed limits within Crowborough some years 
             ago and a report was presented to E.S C.C. Highways considered the proposal but found 
             no justification for it. 
 
             The Council was asked if it would offer support to a climate change group in the town by  
              offering use of the Council chamber for presentations.  
             This request would need to be bought before the relevant committee for consideration.  
 
             The Council was asked why it had not declared a climate change emergency but had  
             proposed to set up a climate change working group to determine policy.  
             By developing a climate change policy the Council will be setting out procedures  
             that it will follow. The policy will provide a framework of positive action.  
 
            8.10pm. Four members of the public left the meeting. 
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             The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

 APOLOGIES 
 
             Cllr Ron Reed 
             Cllr Richard Stogden             
  
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

  Cllr Kay Moss declared an interest in 16.3 as she is a member of the E. Sussex Pension 
Fund. 
 
MINUTES 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on 14th January 2020 

 
 9009 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 14th January 2020 as confirmed be 

signed by the Chairman.       
                                                            
 Updated action list (attached to agenda) 
 
 The action list, and completed items, were noted. 
 
              The Chairman moved to hear items 13.1 and 13.2 first due to members of the public 

present.                           
 
               POLICING IN CROWBOROUGH 
 
        To note the report on Community Safety Action Groups and agree any action 
 
                The report on CSAG’s was noted.  
 
9010        RESOLVED that Crowborough Town Council is part of the Community Safety 
                Action Group scheme.  
 
                  To appoint Council membership of CSAG if appropriate. 
 
                It was agreed that the Council member would report back to Full Council and not  
                the Environment Committee. 
                  Use of the poster boards for the CSAG to be discussed at the next Communication and 
                Events committee meeting.  
 
9011        RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Kay Moss as the Council representative on the  
                Crowborough Community Safety Action Group.   
               
                8.20pm. One member of the public left the meeting. 
 
              TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
               Wealden District Councillors Reports: 
 
              Cllr Richard Hallett advised that the arrangement with Biffa in terms of waste and 
              recycling was working well. 120 missed collections were reported out of 100,00 collections 

with recycling is at 50%. 
              WDC have appointed a climate change officer. A workshop on sustainable energy has  
              been arranged for the 2nd April. 
              The Economic and Development Waste Advisory Group has undertaken a survey of  
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              Industrial sites in Wealden. The Farningham Road site in Crowborough has been 

earmarked for further investigation in terms of developing business activity and 
employment. 

 
              The Mayor read out a report by Cllr Philip Lunn.  
              WDC have been working with consultants on the provision of leisure services across the  
              District. A report will be prepared and put to cabinet in May. This will set out 

recommendations for the way forward for our leisure services. 
              The percentage of food businesses scoring 5 ( very good ) in the Food Hygiene Ratings 

Scheme has increased on last year. Enforcement action is being taken against 10 
              failing businesses. 116 new businesses have registered for the scheme.  
 
              Cllr Waller reported that the new local plan will take around 3 years to complete. It may 

mean that some planning applications are more difficult to refuse but each application will 
be considered on its own merit. Cllr Waller will report back to Council as to the 
contingency put in place for legal fees in the case of additional appeals. 

 
 East Sussex County Councillors Reports: 
  
             Cllr Sylvia Tidy reported that the way the repair of potholes is managed is unsatisfactory.  
             11,000 potholes have been repaired compared to 3,000 last year. The excess rainfall is 

not helping the situation.  
             When the gas works have been completed in Croft Road the road will be re-serviced.        
             The Youth Cabinet which is made up of students from schools in East Sussex were given  
              A tour of the house of commons and were invited to question five MP’s and two 

Councillors. 
              With reference to the speed limits mentioned in public time Cllr Tidy asked members to  
                 note that a petition was presented to E.S.C.C. for a 30mph speed limit but this was 
                 refused. Members were asked to contact the officer responsible for the SLR agenda  
                 as the issue could be raised for discussion again. 
 
 Reports from CTC Councillors on outside bodies 
  
              Cllr Garrett reported that a Neighbourhood Panel meeting took place on 16th January. 
              The minutes of which will be passed to the SLR committee. 
              Cllr Stocks reported that the Fairtrade event which took place on the 20th February 
              was a great success.  
              Cllr Owen-Williams reported that the Chairman of Jarvis Brook Community Association is 

standing down and that the group is looking for new members.  
            
              It was noted by members that the planned visit of the French from the Town of Montargis 
              to Crowborough from the 16th April to 20th April has been postponed due to Covid-19. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
               To answer questions from Councillors 
 
               Cllr Owen-Williams asked for clarification with regard to the advice given to the Council  
               in respect of military vehicles on display at the VE Day event. 
               Members noted that there was a misunderstanding between the officer concerned 
               and the planning and logistics officer at Sussex Police. The Operations Officer is working 
               hard to ensure that the event is safe and enjoyable and continues to work with both  
               the Crowborough British Legion and the local Youth Cadets. 
               A proposal was made to move on to other business as per standing order 1rii 
               but not seconded. 
               Cllr Owen – Williams asked for a review of the Media and Communications policy as  
               Item 8.1 as shown below stopped Councillors from using their councillor title when  
               Addressing the media. 
               ‘’Councillors should not use the prefix ‘Councillor’ when writing to the press as an   
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               individual. This implies you are stating council policy, which is not necessarily consistent    
               with your personal opinion.’’ 
                     
               It was agreed that a review of 8.1 of the Media and Communications policy will be added  
               to the agenda of the next Communication and Events meeting for discussion. 
 
               There is an increase in planning applications for Crowborough and residents sometimes  
               find it difficult to attend planning meetings held in at the WDC offices in Hailsham. 
               Cllr Owen -Williams will be asking WDC to hold planning meetings in Crowborough  
               when the planning applications are pertinent to the Town.  
               Members supported this action. 
 
              To receive such communications as the Town Mayor may wish to lay before the council 
               
              The Mayor’s and Deputy Mayor’s engagements were noted.  
              The Mayor reported that Cllr Kay Moss had received communication from WDC’S Head of  
              Planning and Environmental Services.  
              after asking about housing requirements for Crowborough. 
              New housing requirements for Crowborough over the twenty-year period from 2018 –   

2038 will be 3447. The approved figure is 600 and is included in the 3447.  
              Members agreed that the Council should be pro-active and engage with Wealden as to 

where the houses will go in addition to how the infrastructure will be put in place to 
support the amount stated. 

              It was agreed that a working group could be set up to look at how the Council can be pro-
active when it comes to planning and development. 

              It was agreed to include this proposal as an agenda item for the next planning and 
development committee meeting for discussion.    

   
              The Mayor asked members to note that at the Annual Statutory Meeting in May he will not 

be putting his name forward to be re-elected and will be standing down.       
 
              COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

                  The following committee minutes were noted: 
 
              Communication and Events   
 
      The acts and proceedings of the Communication and Events Committee meeting  
               held on the 26th November 2019 were received. 
 
 Finance and General Purposes  
 
 The acts and proceedings of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held 

on 10th December 2019 were received.   
 
              Personnel      
  
              The acts and proceedings of the Personnel Committee held on the 15th October were 
              received.    
 

 Planning & Development  
 

 The acts and proceedings of the Planning & Development Committee meetings held on  
               13th January, 27th January, 17th February 2020 were received. 

 

 Sport, Recreation & Cemetery   
 

 The acts and proceedings of the Sports, Recreation & Cemetery Committee meeting held 
on 19th November 2019 were received. 
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             RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
             To recommend to Full Council that a working group is set up to prepare a Climate Change 
              Policy. (ENV/04.02.20 – 11174)  
 
  
9012      RESOLVED to approve the setting up of a working group to prepare a Climate Change 
              Policy                                                                                   
 
             MEMBERSHIP OF OUTSIDE BODIES AND WORKING GROUPS 

               
              To agree a climate change policy working group 
                                                                                                       
9013     RESOLVED to appoint the following Councillors as members of the Climate Change  
             Policy Working Group. 
             Cllr Arthur. Cllr Bucklitsch. Cllr Gareth Owen-Williams. Cllr Kay Moss. Cllr Stocks.  
            
              MEETINGS SCHEDULE 
             
            To note the meetings schedule for 2020- 2021       
 
            Members noted the following changes to the Meetings schedule:  
 
            F & GP 9th June. Full Council 23rd June. Personnel 30th June. F & GP 1st September. 
            Planning and Development 11th January. 
 
           The meetings schedule will be uploaded to the Council website. 
             
9014    RESOLVED to accept the meetings schedule for 2020 – 2021 subject to the  
            amendments as stated.  
  
            FAIRTRADE 
 
           To discuss passing a motion of support for Fairtrade Town status and agree any   
           any action 
 
           Members noted the report on Fairtrade. It was noted that the Council’s support of Fairtrade  
           goods would not conflict with its commitment to promoting and buying British goods. 
 

9015    RESOLVED that unless impractical, Crowborough Town Council will purchase or specify   
            Fairtrade marked foods for use on its own premises or at events it has 
            organised in order to show leadership in sustainable, equitable procurement. 
 
            By actively and publicly supporting the aims of the Fairtrade Foundation, Crowborough      
           Town Council will encourage the purchase of Fairtrade goods from retailers in the town. 
            Crowborough Town Council will nominate council members or officers as representatives   
            on the Crowborough Fairtrade steering group. 
            Crowborough Town Council's public documents, including its website, its letterhead, and its  
            posters will display the Fairtrade Town symbol. 
           Where possible, Crowborough Town Council will use its influence to promote the sale of      
           Fairtrade goods by local suppliers, and to encourage Crowborough's employers  
           to publicise Fairtrade on their premises 
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             PINE GROVE 
                     
              To note the officer’s report and agree any action 
 
              The Clerk gave a verbal report to members on the drainage problems at Pine Grove.  
              Officer’s had been waiting for a third quote but this has not been received. 
              Numerous companies were contacted to quote for the work, three attended the site 
              but only two quotes have been received.  
                
              Since occupation of the Pine Grove building it has been noted that there are two rodding   
               eye points along the disabled bay footpath that have sunk and require replacing. 
              There is also 16m of ACO drain channel in the Basepoint carpark that has become  
               beyond economical repair.    
               One section has collapsed causing a H&S hazard and another has been previously    
               poorly repaired before our ownership blocking the drain with tarmac which has                                                                                                                  
               in turn caused run off water to pool at the bottom of the carpark.   
 
               Members noted as that the issue was one of Health and Safety the work should be  
               carried out without delay without waiting for a further quote. 
                
 
9016      RESOLVED to proceed with the drainage work at Pine Grove in line with Financial 
               Regulation 4.5. The decision as to the company contracted to carry out the work    
               delegated to the Clerk. Funding to be taken from General Reserves. 
 
 
                FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
        To Note the Banking & Payments Report and agree any action 
 
                 Members noted the banking and payments report and the list of payments made 
                 between 01.12.2019 and 31.01.2020 
 
9017       RESOLVED to apply to Lloyds Bank PLC for the issue of a business charge card to the    
               Town Clerk. 
 
9018       RESOLVED to Approve the business charge card terms and conditions, as attached to   
               the report. 
 
9019     RESOLVED to authorise any 2 Councillors, who are Lloyds bank signatories, to be  
                authorised to request the bank to issue a business charge card to certain 
                authorised users authorising and be authorised to sign application form 
                and any other relevant documentation on behalf of the Council. 
 
                To Approve the Annual Investment Strategy  
 
                Members noted the Annual Investment Strategy 2020/21. 
                 
 9020       RESOLVED to approve the Annual Investment Strategy 2020/21 set out in Appendix 1. 
 

       To Approve the Councils Pension Discretion Policies 
 

9021       RESOLVED to approve the Pension Discretion Policies 
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To Note the Basepoint Income and expenditure figures for September to December. 
 
Members noted the Basepoint Income and expenditure figures for September to  
December. 
 
A member had an issue with the projections noted. It was agreed that the member should  
provide the figures to the RFO for discussion at the next Finance and General Purposes  
meeting. 
 
It was agreed that the RFO should ask Basepoint for a breakdown of the costs provided. 
 
To Review the Councils Internal controls and agree any action 
 

         Members noted the Councils internal controls and that Statements 2,5,6 and 7 of the Annual  

Governance Statement have been complied with. 
 

9022    RESOLVED to approve the Councils Internal Control system. 
  
         TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF DOCUMENTS  
 
 Grants of Exclusive Burial Right 
 

9023    RESOLVED to authorise the following Grants of Exclusive Right of Burial: 
 
 

         CERTIFICATE                         NAME    GRAVE SPACE 
 Q1102   Rosemary Anne BOURNER  3570 
 Q1103   Helen Gillian CASS   3590 
 Q1104   Phillip TOMSETT &    GRH143 & GRH144 
    Elizabeth TOMSETT  
 Q1107   Stuart RANCE    GRH145 & GRH146 
 Q1108   Stuart RANCE    GRH147 & GRH148 
 
 
          URGENT MATTERS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR NOTING   
  
         Members were asked to note that the Town Conference will be taking place on the 22nd April. 
 
 
  
         The meeting closed at 10.10pm 
 


