
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12th October 2020 
 
          
 

Dear Mr Robins, 

Thank you for your response to the letter Crowborough Town Council sent to 
you regarding planning application WD/2017/2197/MAO. 

It has been a particular cause for concern for Crowborough Town Council that 
Planning Committee North chose to approve this large development in the 
High Weald Area of Outstanding Beauty.  Our concern is shared by the High 
Weald Joint Advisory Committee, who wrote to you on 5th August, 2020, to: 

“...express their dismay at the decision of Planning Committee North to 
grant planning permission for 119 new houses in the AONB north of 
Crowborough.” 

The advisory committee also notes that: 

“...national planning policies are clear that the presumption in favour of 
development does not apply to major development within an AONB.” 

In your response of 22nd September, 2020 to this council’s Planning and 
Development Committee, you wrote that: 

“...Natural England […] raise no objection to this application.” 

In 2018, a House of Lords Select Committee raised a number of concerns 
about the funding and impartiality of Natural England.  Of particular relevance 
in this instance was that committee’s statement that: 

“We also make specific recommendations that seek to improve Natural 
England’s performance of its planning obligations, particularly with 
regard to conserving the landscape.” 

The absence of an objection from Natural England should not, therefore, be 
taken as an indication that Natural England are in favour of the development. 

In order to avoid any doubt or confusion in future, please clearly set out, in 
detail, how Wealden District Council’s planning officers determine when 
development can be permitted in an AONB. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Cllr Greg Rose, Mayor of Crowborough Town Council; 
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Cllr Richard Jury, Chair of Crowborough Town Council Planning and 
Development Committee. 

Cllr Colin Stocks 
 


