
Report from Community Safety Acton Group (CSAG) 26th May 2021 

 

Please see the attached latest Crowborough area crime data, Action log with updates and Rural 

Crime team update.   Inspector Jon Gross has now retired, and Inspector Kendal Wells has now taken 

over his role.  Action log item C06 is still outstanding. 

Operation Blitz is now to be targeted in each area.  It will operate in different areas each weekend.  

This means that it will be targeted to the areas where problems have been reported.  Last weekend 

it was in Forest Row as there had been problems there the weekend before.  Co-op stores have a 

policy of not confronting shop lifters and it is understood that youths have realised this and 

therefore feel that these stores are an “easy” target.  The one in Forest Row had reported thefts.  It 

is thought that the people causing the issues in the village are not local but may be from the 

Brighton area.  Sussex Police will specify which areas they expect to be in each weekend, but this will 

change if intelligence leads to targeting a specific area. 

It was reported that there are still issues with 101 waiting times.  Some residents are not bothering 

to report issues due to having to wait so long to speak to someone. 

Each Parish is to have a named PCSO responsible for their area.  There are 18 PCSO’s covering the 

Wealden area so it is likely that some PCSO’s will cover more than one parish. 

The PCSO’s are being encouraged to come to some Council meetings to give an update and to forge 

a link with Councils. 

The Crowborough Police Station is currently being renovated and it is hoped that it will open in 

August.  It will not be manned 24 hours a day.  The front office will be open 10 -2.  A team of a 

Sergeant, 6 PCSO’s and a PC will be based there on various shifts. 

There has not been a great deal of community tension around Covid.  Every stage of easing of the 

lockdown has gone well with no issues with pubs opening or groups of school children.  The Police 

worry about increasing apathy if we go into another lockdown and feel it may be impractical to 

police. 

Sussex Police have bid for funding for a “Safe spaces for women and girls” initiative.  They are 

looking for spaces where women and girls could wait safely for the police to come to them.   These 

could be pubs, taxi offices, supermarkets etc.  They would welcome ideas of anywhere locally which 

could be promoted as such a space.  There were comments at the meeting about ensuring that 

these places did not then become a target for those seeking vulnerable women and girls. 

Speeding and Anti-social driving remain a priority, with Operation Downsway and Operation 

Sandman continuing to target locations and vehicles.  We need to highlight locations where 

speeding is an issue. 

The DISC App which aims to reduce Business Crime is being launched by Uckfield Chamber of 

Commerce on 27th May.  Crowborough Chamber of Commerce is keen to be part of the trial.  

Blackham Watch are also considering using the App.  It enables them to share information more 

quickly. 

 

 



 

Issues Raised 

Pilmer Road Carpark.  The Police are aware of the issues in the area.  WDC Cllr Bob Standley was at 

the meeting and it was mentioned about the possibility of cameras being set up in the Wealden Car 

Park. 

Williams Way - Issues of anti-social behaviour affecting residents of Barnfield.  Clarion Housing are 

claiming that they have no responsibility for the wooded area and the ditch.  ESCC Cllr Jo Howell was 

at the meeting and has been sent copies of the correspondence from ESCC. 

Request from CTC for data on RTC in Crowborough and the speeds involved where this is available.  

Sussex Police have asked for this request to be put in writing.  The Clerk agreed to do this. 

Claims by Cllr Peter Bucklitsch against a local business made on a phone with Sussex Police whilst 

representing CTC.  It was acknowledged that these claims had not come from CTC and that there 

was no evidence to substantiate the claims. 

Reports of students from Beacon Academy jumping out in front of traffic.  The Academy are aware 

and are liaising closely with PCSO Matt Duvall.  There have been a couple of close calls where 

students have almost been hit by cars. 

Motorised Scooters around Chapel Green on the road.  These scooters are not legal to be on the 

roads or pavements.  The Police are aware.  Beacon Academy have agreed to put an item about this 

in their newsletter. 

A blue van with foreign number plates has been spotted in the area again.  The men are helping 

themselves to scrap metal. 

Dog thefts. There seems to be concern that walkers on the forest are being targeted.  There also 

seems to be a scam whereby those looking to steal a certain breed of dog are saying that they have 

found one and does anyone know of someone in the area that owns one.  They then target that dog 

to order.  Sussex Police say that this is not a big problem in Wealden, but the publicity is making 

people scared. 

 

Cllr Kay Moss 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


