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Minutes of a meeting of the ALLOTMENTS AND CEMETERIES Committee held at the Council 
Offices, Pine Grove, Crowborough on Tuesday 19th October 2021 at 7.30pm 

 
 Present Councillors Peter Bucklitsch 
    Richard Jury Vice – Chairman 
    Tracey Lovewell 
    Kay Moss Chairman 
    David Neeves 
    Gareth Owen-Williams 
    Matthew Street 
    Natalie Whittle  
     
     
 Also present                       Melanie Street Assistant Town Clerk 
        
    1 member of the public 
    
 *Denotes non attendance 
 

 
  

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

A member of the public spoke in support of the memorial bench application. She indicated 
that she would like the proposed bench as close as possible to Section R.  

 

 APOLOGIES 
 
 None               
  

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 None  

 

MINUTES 
 

Minutes of the meeting of 20th July 2021 
 
9548 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 20th July 2021 as confirmed be ratified 

by the Chairman. 
 
 The Chairman moved that Item 5.1 be heard first as a member of the public was present and 

had expressed an interest in this item. 
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HERNE ROAD CEMETERY 
 

To note the Memorial Bench application and agree any action 
 
 Members discussed the application. It was agreed that there is not enough room adjacent 

to Section R to install a bench and that the closest available location would be next to the 
existing bench at Section P. 

 
9549 RESOLVED to approve the installation of a memorial bench downhill of the current bench 

adjacent to Section P, subject to the usual terms and conditions relating to memorial 
benches. 

 
 One member of the public left the building. 
 

ALLOTMENTS 
 

To note the Allotment Rent report and agree any action 
 

The committee considered the allotment rent for 2023/24. It noted that both site costs and 
inflation are increasing and agreed that regular, small increases in rent are preferable to one 
large, less frequent increase in fees.  

 
9550 RESOLVED to increase the allotment rent from 1st April 2023 as follows: Half-plot at 

Owlsbury site £17, standard plot at all sites £34 and Extra-Large plot at Owlsbury site £136. 
 

The deposit scheme was reviewed, and it was agreed that the scheme is beneficial. Members 
noted that tenants receiving concessionary rates on rent are still paying the full deposit 
amount and this is proving difficult for some tenants on a low income. 

 
9551 RESOLVED that tenants claiming the allotment rent concessionary rate will also be eligible 

for a 50% reduction on the deposit  
 

 

HERNE ROAD CEMETERY 
 

To note the Cemetery Fees report and agree any action 
 

The current cemetery fees were reviewed, and it was noted that both site costs and inflation 
are increasing. It was agreed to apply a 3% increase to the current fees, rounding to the 
nearest five pounds. 

 
9552 RESOLVED to set the cemetery fees from 1st April 2022 as follows: 
 
 Cemetery burial plots 
 Exclusive Right of Burial: Parishioner £490, Non-Parishioner £1460 
 Interments in a burial plot:  
 Single depth grave: Parishioner £880, Non-Parishioner £2655 
 Double depth grave: Parishioner £910, Non-Parishioner £2730 
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 Re-open of double depth grave: Parishioner £880, Non-Parishioner £2655 
 Cremated remains (in a grave space): Parishioner £195, Non-Parishioner £590 
 Memorials and Inscriptions for burial plots (permits only) 
 Flat stone, headstone or kerbing: Parishioner £140, Non-Parishioner £410 
 Vase or tablet: Parishioner £80, Non-Parishioner £235 
 Additional inscription: Parishioner £70, Non-Parishioner £205 
 
 Gardens of Remembrance 
 Exclusive Right of Burial (single plot): Parishioner £170, Non-Parishioner £515 
 Exclusive Right of Burial (double plot): Parishioner £335, Non-Parishioner £1010 
 Interment of cremated remains: Parishioner £195, Non-Parishioner £600 
 Memorials and Inscriptions for the Gardens of Remembrance (permits only) 
 Old Garden of Remembrance 
 Single plaque: Parishioner £70, Non-Parishioner £230 
 Double plaque: Parishioner £125, Non-Parishioner £365 
 Additional inscription: Parishioner £60, Non-Parishioner £190 
 Hedgerow or Flowerbed Garden of Remembrance 
 Single plaque: Parishioner £60, Non-Parishioner £190 
 Double plaque: Parishioner £95, Non-Parishioner £290 
 Additional inscription: Parishioner £60, Non-Parishioner £190 
 
 General Fees 
 Hire of chapel: Parishioner £115, Non-Parishioner £335 
 Transfer of Exclusive Right of Burial: Parishioner £80, Non-Parishioner £80 
 Extension to Exclusive Right of Burial: Parishioner £50, Non-Parishioner £50 
 Records search: Parishioner £30, Non-Parishioner £30 
  
  

The Chairman moved Item 5.3 be heard at the end of the agenda as it contained confidential 
information. 

 

To note the Green Waste report and agree any action 
 

The report was noted. It was agreed not to proceed at this time but to re-visit this agenda 
item in the future. 

 
 

SUMMERSALES BURIAL GROUND 
 

To note the Car Park report and agree any action 
 

The committee discussed the response received from CJ Thornes Ltd and the 
recommendation from the Summersales Working Group. It was noted that the car park is 
currently deteriorating in two places but that it is not yet known whether other sections will 
also deteriorate. It concurred with the working group that it is necessary to understand the 
extent of the problem and to seek independent advice regarding the cause of the 
deterioration.  
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9553 RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Assistant Town Clerk to spend up to £1,600 to obtain 

an independent report on the entire surface of the car park 
 

 

POLICY REVIEW 
 

To review the Memorial Safety Policy 
 

The policy was reviewed. In addition to the revisions outlined it was agreed that 5.3 should 
indicate that whilst the war grave would not be touched, the area surrounding it would be 
cordoned off and made safe so that members of the public would not be able to approach 
until the memorial was fully repaired by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

 
9554 RESOLVED to accept the Memorial Safety Policy with the revisions indicated and stated 

amendment to section 5.3  
 

 

FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

To note the Finance Report and agree any action 
 
 The Finance Report, Earmarked Reserves and Summersales expenditure were noted. 
 
 

 To note and recommend the draft budget 2022/23 and agree further action 
 

Members discussed the budget recommendation from the Summersales Working Group. It 
was noted that the cost of materials and inflation are both increasing, and the cost of the 
contemplation building is not yet known. The committee considered the proposed draft 
budget for 2022/3. 

 
9555 RESOLVED to accept the recommendation of the Summersales Working Group that the 

budget for the capital project ‘Summersales Burial Ground’ be set at £30,000 for 2022/3 
 
9556 RESOLVED to recommend the proposed budget for 2022/3 to the Finance and General 

Purposes Committee 
 
 

URGENT MATTERS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR NOTING AND/OR 
INCLUSION ON A FUTURE AGENDA 

 
 None 
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HERNE ROAD CEMETERY 
 

To note the confidential Herne Road Cemetery report and agree any action 
 
9557 RESOLVED pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 

that the public and press be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity would 
be prejudicial to the public interest by reasons of the confidential nature of the business to 
be transacted. 

 
 The ecology report was discussed, and the recommendation of the ecologist noted. 

Members considered the advice and the possible solutions offered. It was noted that the 
recommendation would incur costs and may not bring about a complete resolution to the 
issue. The committee discussed whether to proceed with the ecologists recommendation or 
whether other solutions could be considered. Additionally, the committee considered 
whether to erect a fence on the site.  It was agreed that the council has a duty to maintain 
the cemetery for residents and all holders of grave rights, and it would be prudent to follow 
the professional advice proffered in the commissioned report. 

 
9558 RESOLVED to apply to Natural England for a licence to close Sett 1 and to include the 

installation of a fence as part of the methodology 
 
9559 RESOLVED to obtain a quote for the ecologist to undertake the work on the licence 

application and any associated work 
 
 
 The meeting closed at 8.45pm. 


