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Minutes of a meeting of the ENVIRONMENT Committee held at Council Offices, Pine Grove, 
Crowborough on Tuesday 15th February 2022 at 7.30pm 

 
 Present Councillors Alison Arthur Vice-Chairman 
    Michael Cooke 
    Martyn Garrett 
    Richard Jury 
    George Moss 
    Kay Moss 
    David Neeves 
    Gareth Owen-Williams 
    Alan Penney  
    Colin Stocks Chairman 
    Matthew Street 
     
     
 Also present                        Melanie Street Assistant Town Clerk 
    John Coleman CTC Uckfield Railway Line Parishes 

Committee Representative 
    Eric Ware ESCC Highways Electrical Supervisor 

(online) 
       
    7 members of the public in the chamber 
    1 member of the public online 
  
    
 *Denotes non attendance 
 

 

  
Before the meeting commenced the Mayor presented Mr John Coleman with a Civic Award 
and thanked Mr Coleman for all his dedicated work with the Uckfield Railway Line Parishes 
Committee on behalf of the council. Mr Coleman gave a short speech of thanks to the Mayor 
and the council. 

 
  
 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

A member of the public spoke expressing concern about the state of the water courses in 
the Crowborough and Rotherfield area. He shared a short verbal presentation during which 
he indicated that his research into this subject has led him to approach both Rotherfield 
Parish Council and Crowborough Town Council with the aim of forming a cross-parish group 
to investigate issues and consider options for the local water course management. The 
Chairman agreed to include this as a specific agenda item at the next meeting. 

 
A member of the public spoke with regard to the ’20 is Plenty’ campaign for East Sussex. 
He informed the committee that a number of county councils across the country are now 
considering a reduction from 30mph to 20mph zones. He requested that the committee 
consider adopting the model resolution the ’20 is Plenty’ group has produced in order to 
apply pressure to East Sussex County Council. To date nine of the county’s ninety town 
and parish councils have made this resolution.  
 
A second member of the public spoke regarding speed limits and agenda item 7.1. He 
expressed support for the reduction of the speed limit on Rannoch Road to 20mph and 
shared his belief that this is an opinion held by many residents in that neighbourhood. 
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 APOLOGIES 
    
              None 
                    
 

 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

None 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 16th November 2021 
 

 

9672 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 16th November 2021 as confirmed be 
ratified by the Chairman  

 
  
 The Chairman moved to hear agenda item 5.1 next. 
 
 
 RAIL REPORT 
 
 To note the rail report and agree any action 
 
 The report was noted. Members discussed the reduction in service with particular attention 

to the removal of early trains. The earliest train to London is currently 6.50am which is too 
late for those with early work schedules and some councillors noted that this has resulted 
in residents having to catch early trains from Tunbridge Wells instead.   

   
 The Chairman again thanked Mr Coleman for his service to the council and congratulated 

him on his Civic Award. 
   
 
 STREET LIGHTING 
 

To note the Street Lighting report and agree any action  

  
 Standing orders were suspended. 
 
 Mr Eric Ware answered questions from the committee and discussed the new ESCC 

Highways process for providing street lighting quotations. He informed councillors that the 
process is still evolving, and teams are working to understand its impact and how best to 
implement requirements. He indicated that match funding may be available for some street 
lighting works. 

 
 Members noted that the new administrative process will increase timescales and costs for 

the town council.  
 
 Two members of the public present in the chamber left the meeting. 
 
 The committee discussed the new requirements for a lighting design and how this fit in with 

some other councils’ decisions to dim or switch off lighting at certain times. Mr Ware was 
unable to provide an immediate answer but agreed to investigate this question. Mr Ware  
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 explained that it is only when a column or lantern fails that the process of lighting design 
will be applied; it is not required whilst the current columns are working satisfactorily.  

 
 Members considered the two quotes provided. Mr Ware explained that the development 

taking place near Column 5 Rotherfield Road will include a lighting design for the area, so 
it may not be necessary for the town council to commission this work separately. It was 
agreed not to proceed with this quote. The quote for the column replacements at Trenches 
Road was considered. It was noted that this road contains a route to a popular path, often 
used during evening or night-time hours. 

 
9673 RESOLVED to carry out the work on columns 1, 4, 5 and 6 Trenches Road at a cost of 

£6684.71 to be taken from 801/4601. 
 
 Mr Ware agreed to provide the committee with a future update regarding any further 

information on the new ESCC process, the lighting design for Rotherfield Road as carried 
out by the developers, how British Standard requirements fit with any decision to dim or 
switch off lights, and any suggestions for moving columns from outlying areas into new 
locations or reducing the inventory. 

 
 It was agreed that Cllr George Moss would seek advice regarding the British Standard and 

requirements for lighting design from the Society of Light and Lighting. This would include 
whether the Standard needed to be applied retrospectively, 

  
 The Chairman thanked Mr Ware for attending the meeting. 
 
 Mr Ware left the meeting online. 
 
  
 
 COMMUNITY WARDEN REPORT 
 

To note the Community Warden report and agree any action 

 

The report was noted. Members discussed the Community Warden’s patrol routes and other 
aspects of his role. As the report covered a long period of time it was difficult to gauge how 
many times an area had been visited or when other activities had taken place. It was agreed 
to ask for a broad log to be kept for each day, stating which areas of the town had been 
patrolled or which other aspects of the job he had carried out. Councillors noted that it may 
now be appropriate to re-connect with local groups and begin re-building broader 
relationships within the town. It was also agreed to ask whether the Community Warden 
makes use of bus travel across the town as a means to deterring anti-social behaviour and 
to suggest he carries out regular patrols around schools during drop-off or pick-up times in 
order to monitor parking issues. 

 
  
 SPEED LIMITS 
 
 To note the Speed Limits report and agree any action 
 
 Members considered the speed surveys and report produced by East Sussex County 

Council. The committee discussed the data, noting average speeds for the locations, with 
particular attention to the Hadlow Down Road survey which took place around school pick-
up time and the A26 Beacon Road data which showed the average speed as 37/38mph in 
a 40mph zone. Councillors discussed this data and its significance for any potential speed 
limit changes. It was also noted that any potential reduction in speed limits is not solely  
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 about reducing the speed of cars to reduce potential injury but also to encourage more 
residents to walk around the town by making the street environment safer and more 
pleasant for non-motorists. 

 
 The committee agreed to proceed in accordance with Resolution 9586 and obtain the 

feasibility studies for the three locations. 
 
 
 Two members of the public present in the chamber left the meeting. 
   
  
 RANGERS REPORT 
 
 To note the Ranger’s report and agree any action 
 
 Cllr Matthew Street declared a personal interest in this item as he lives near the Country 

Park. 
 
 The committee discussed the report and the request from a member of the public that dogs 

are kept on leads within the Country Park. It was noted that dogs straying from paths into 
the reserve and into the ponds can disturb wildlife. Members discussed whether dogs 
should be kept on leads, kept to the paths, or generally just kept under control whilst in the 
nature reserve.  

 
9674 RESOLVED that the Ranger arrange for signage to be displayed in the Country Park 

stating, ‘Please keep dogs on the paths to protect wildlife’. 
  
 It was noted that the Ranger requires felling licenses from Wealden District Council to carry 

out work on council trees which have tree preservation orders. This incurs a fee to the 
council each time. It was agreed that the Ranger contact the Wealden District Council Tree 
Officer to investigate the possibility of a formal agreement to devolve this power to the town 
council for use solely on its own land. 

 
 It was noted that the Ranger only removes trees for Health and Safety reasons and in 

accordance with the council’s long term management plan. The management plan was 
agreed by the committee in November 2021 and the committee is fully supportive of the 
Ranger as he carries out the work as specified in the plan. 

  
  

 WILDLIFE VERGE PROPOSAL 
 

To note the Wildlife Verge report and agree any action 

 The proposal was considered by the committee which discussed its location, potential 
visibility concerns and the difference between wildlife and meadow verges. 

 
9675 RESOLVED to support the designation of the proposed verge at Bryants Field as a wildlife 

verge. 
 
 
 One member of the public present in the chamber left the meeting 
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URBAN GRASS CUTTING AND RURAL VERGE TRIAL 

 To note the Officer’s report and agree any action 
 
 The report was noted, and the committee expressed disappointment that it was not possible 

to specify when the council wanted grass cutting to take place. Any issues regarding 
visibility at road junctions should be reported to ESCC Highways department which will 
arrange for a cut if the verge is considered a health and safety issue. 

  
 Mr John Coleman left the meeting.  
 
 Councillors noted the comments made by members of the public in response to the rural 

verge trial. It was agreed not to make any comment to ESCC Highways regarding 
participation in the 2022 scheme until the results from the 2021 trial are made available. 

  
  
 
 PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 
 

To note the Public Rights of Way report and agree any action 

 

The committee considered the suggestions made by the Chairman and members of the 

public. It was noted that suggestion number three proposed by a member of the public is 

already a designated public right of way and that suggestion number two is a repetition of 

the Chairman’s first proposal (Baldwin Boxall Way).  

 

Councillors discussed the remaining suggestion by a member of the public which was the 

path from Fermor Road across Alderbrook playing fields. It was agreed this did not provide 

an additional useful route and that it crosses the Alderbrook Playing Fields ‘Fields in Trust’ 

land which would not make it an appropriate proposal. 

 Cllr Kay Moss declared a personal interest in this item as she lives near Goldsmiths 
Recreation Ground. 

  
 The routes across the land North of Eridge Road were discussed. Some councillors 

expressed concern that the developers plans included relocating the exit of the informal 
path to within the land leased to the Camping and Caravanning Club. It was agreed further 
information is required before a decision can be made and that this will be included as a 
separate agenda item at the next meeting. 

 
9676 RESOLVED to propose to East Sussex County Council that the path linking Farningham 

Road to Mount Pleasant be designated as a public right of way and added to the Rights of 
Way map. 

 
  
 
 CCTV 
 

To note the CCTV report and agree any action 

 Members considered the quote for the continuation of the CCTV contract with Sussex Police 
and the information provided regarding any potential decommissioning of the system. The 
committee did not consider there to be any compelling evidence that the system was 
worthwhile in deterring or investigating vandalism or anti-social behaviour, and that the past  
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 three years of the contract had not provided any evidence to support the retention of the 
system. 

 
9677 RESOLVED not to renew the contract with Sussex Police and to cease funding CCTV in 

Crowborough 
  
 The Assistant Town Clerk will investigate how the system will be decommissioned and 

report back to the next meeting. 
 
 
  
 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
 To note the Finance Report and agree any action 
 
 The Finance Report and Income and Expenditure was noted.  
 
 The committee considered earmarking underspends. 
 
9678 RESOLVED to earmark any underspends in 801/4115, 801/4603, 801/4604 and 801/4654 

at year end. 
   
  

 
 URGENT MATTERS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN FOR NOTING 

AND/OR INCLUSION ON A FUTURE AGENDA 
 
 A member asked that ‘Strengthening Local Relationships’ be included as an agenda item 

in the future and that the minutes be made available with the officer’s report. The Chairman 
agreed to this request. All councillors were also asked to forward the locations of drainage 
issues to the council’s SLR representatives as soon as possible so that they may be 
included on the next SLR agenda. 

 
  
 The meeting closed at 9.51pm. 


